
BONSAI NEWS UK 
Federation of British Bonsai Socie-

Future Shows        2,  

Show Reports        3 ,4,  

Club Activities           5   

Adverts and club          
Programmes            6, 7 

New Talent   8 

Japan 2017            10, 11 

Japan Tour       12 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E  

Issue 13  Sept/Oct. 2016 

Please see pages 12 & 13 for details of Japan 2017. This is the 8th World Bonsai Convention 

and only the second time it has been held in Japan. Last time, 1989, we FOBBS, took a party 

of 30 and we were totally amazed by what we saw. I tried to make it the basis for the event we 

put on at the International Convention Centre in 1991. 

Editorial – September/ October  2016 edition 

As we approach the end of the “Show season”, we will for the autumn/winter   
period only issuing ‘Bonsai News UK’ on alternative months, providing the material 
comes in. Hence the issue following on from this months’ will appear in Novem-
ber. 

There still remain some autumn bonsai events and your attention is drawn to the 
North London Autumn Bonsai Show taking place at Capel Manor towards the end 
of this month and the Heathrow Bonsai Show taking place in late October. Both 
are events that have grown in stature over the years and will prove well worth a 
visit. 

For those with an interest in suiseki, there is a brief article and images taken re-
cently when Lindsay Bebb from Australia visited North Wales. As a keen stone col-
lector, he was somewhat taken with some of the stones found in that part of the 
world and managed to add to his already extensive collection. 

At this time of the year, many bonsai societies are involved in putting together 
their programmes for 2017. When you have confirmed your programmes, please 
let us have them to include in the next issues of ‘Bonsai News UK’. Not only do 
these inform people from other societies as to what you have planned, especially 
if you have a guest speaker/demonstrator, but they can also provide ideas for    
other societies to draw upon if short of new ideas for their own programmes. 

May I also take this opportunity of reminding readers that as well as society infor-
mation passed on for inclusion in ‘Bonsai News UK’, a very comprehensive list of 
bonsai events is listed under the title ‘Diary Dates’ on the FoBBS website which can 
be accessed under www.fobbsbonsai.co.uk 

Malcolm Hughes. 

http://www.fobbsbonsai.co.uk
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September 18th 
'BONSAI BOOT SALE 
The Hertfordshire Garden Centre'. In Redbourne, Hertfordshire (Next to the Herts County Show Ground)  

September 25th  

NORTH LONDON BONSAI AUTUMN SHOW.  Sunday 25th September 2016 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. featuring more 

than 20 of the best individual tree in the country together with club display from the host and 4 other bonsai 

clubs. 

October16th  
THE BONSAI TRADERS ASSOCIATION,  AUTUMN SHOW  Elsecar Heritage Centre, Barnsley, Yorkshire. The 
perfect opportunities to get bonsai essentials. For more information contact Corin Tomlinson Phone: 0115 
9205757 Email: office@bonsai.co.uk 
http://www.bonsaitraders.co.uk/  

October 23rd. 
HEATHROW BONSAI SHOW 1000 - 1600.hrs 30 Clubs Exhibiting,  20 Plus Traders, Demos. NEW VENUE: 
Harlington Sports Centre, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes, Middlesex. UB3 1PB. Adults:£3 OAP/Children: £2, Refresh-
ments Details: Mark & Ming Chen  Tel. 07850.771201    markmoreland@live.co.uk  

Sunday 6th November 2016, 10am-4pm 

STOURBRIDGE BONSAI SOCIETY WINTER EXHIBITION OF MEMBERS' TREES 

Plus a demo' by  STEVE TOLLEY 

At The Bonded Warehouse, Canal Street, Stourbridge, DY8 4LU 

Free Parking  More info' Maurice, phone 07415 158167 

As the year moves towards the autumn we expect the show season to have finished for the year and all we had to 
look forward to was the Swindon Winter Image show in the following spring. However, in 2010 Mark and MIng Mo-
reland had the idea of an autumn show, where  local clubs could exhibit and hopefully attract new members.   
 
At that time I do not think any of us involved with the show could imagine how the show would develop. Over the 
first few years the show was plagued by extremes of weather from heavy rain to extreme cold and as we were in a 
small scout hall and tents in the grounds the conditions were far from ideal but clubs continued to support the 
show and there was a good attendance from the public. We progressed from the scout hall to a local school, but 
after a couple of years we needed more space so for the 2016 show we have located in  a local sports centre. When 
we first looked at the sports centre it was empty and looked a huge area. At the last count we have 30 clubs 
wanting to display this year and approximately 20 traders so perhaps we will fill the hall. 
The original concept for this show was to allocate four tables to each club to hold their own display there were no 
additional rules and the same format remains to this day. It is noticeable how the standard of trees and displays 
have improved year on year. We had always avoided introducing a competitive side to the show, apart from getting 
the visiting public to vote for the tree that impressed them most, not necessarily the best tree on its merit. Last 



Tatton Park RHS Show July 19th. 2016 

On the hottest day of the year so far, with temperatures exceeding 33° C.  two Bonsai Soci-

eties, Cheshire and Manchester as well as two Bonsai Traders, North of England Bonsai and 

Derbyshire Bonsai excelled themselves in staging high quality exhibits at this prestigious 

show. Judging took place in the heat of the day, but the RHS judges including Reg Bolton 

and Malcolm Hughes remained calm and all bonsai exhibits received high awards. Both 

traders earned well deserved Gold Awards, whilst Cheshire received a top Silver Gilt and 

Manchester received a Silver.  All excellent awards and surely showing the very high stand-

ard of bonsai in the UK. 

 

  

Cheshire Bonsai Society 

 

Manchester Bonsai Society 

 



 

North of England Bonsai 

 

Derbyshire Bonsai 

NORTH WALES STONE COLLECTING TRIP 

Lindsay Bebb, Australian Bonsai Artist and passionate stone collector 

from Australia, with probably one of the most notable stone/suiseki   

collections outside of Japan and China was staying with us last week. We 

went castle visiting in North Wales and booked into a hotel in the      

Conway valley, in fact right by the river. Lindsay was delighted and      

immediately went stone hunting in the shallows, returning with what he 

reported to be amazing stones with great potential. You have to be very 

keen to fill your luggage with stones for the return trip (excess baggage). 

Below  a few pictures of what he collected, and immediately started to 

clean. He will make the diazas when he gets home to Brisbane. The   

heaviest weighed in at 18 kilos. 
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SOUTH STAFFS BONSAI SOCIETY 
Monthly meetings - 3rd Tuesday 
Walmley Community Hall, 
Crawford Road , B76 1NP  7.30 pm 
Meetings in  the form of workshops with occasional 
speakers, beginners are welcome 

 

Bonsai News UK is produced monthly with 
the exception of December 
Insertions: 
Free to FOBBS member Clubs 
All other clubs £20.00 for 1 year of insertions 
Commercial: 
£25.00 per year for up to ¼ page advert 

SWINDON AND DISTRICT BONSAI SOCIETY 
Monthly meetings ,2nd Tues of month [ex. 
Dec.]  
Coleview Community Centre, Towcester 
Road, Swindon, Wiltshire. SN3 4AS   
1930 hrs – 2200 hrs 
paulbowerbank@lineone.net                              

MIDLAND BONSAI SOCIETY  
Meetings first Thursday of every month at 
Moseley Cricket Club, Streetsbrook Road, 
Shirley, Solihull,   B90 3PE at 7.30 p.m. 
Details:  Richard Gilkes,  07803 593024 

REDDITCH BONSAI SOCIETY 
A friendly society meets 3rd Thurs. Webheath Village 
Hall, Heathfield Rd, Webheath,  Redditch, B97 5SQ. 
Details Richard Gilkes, Secretary. 
tel. 07803 593024. 

MIDDLESEX BONSAI SOCIETY 

Meeting  3rd Tuesday of each month 
7.30pm 
South Harrow Methodist Church, Walton 
Avenue, 
South Harrow, Middlesex. HA2 8QU. 
Meetings include in-house workshop and 
visiting speakers. All are welcome. 

STOURBRIDGE BONSAI SOCIETY 
The members meet every second Sunday, January 
to November at the Bonded Warehouse, Stour-
bridge, DY8 4LU. Next meeting July 10th.  12..00 
noon  Info 07415 158167. 
Prospective new members will be very welcome. 
Info. Maurice on 07415 158167. 
Also meeting at Ashwoods Nurseries,                 
Kingswinford, DY6 0AE, July 31st 10.00am. 

BLACKMORE VALE BONSAI GROUP  
Meetings second Friday each month, ven-
ue, Silver Band Hall, Bleke St Shaftesbury. 
Workshops from February to October, 
Thorngrove Garden Centre,  Gillingham. 
4th Saturday from 11 am. to 4pm.  Cost  
£3  including refreshments. 
m5eay.geoff@btinternet.com  

www.blackmorevalebonsaigroup.co.uk  

SALISBURY BONSAI SOCIETY  

Venue: Laverstock Village Hall at 7;45pm   
Meetings first Monday of month  
www.salisburybonsaisociety.co.uk  

VALE OF CLWYD BONSAI SOCIETY  

An active club, all things Bonsai related. With 
passion and  a sense of fun, we believe in caring 
for our trees and one another in equal measure.  
Meet 2nd Sunday of every month at:-Level Lane 
Community Centre, Level Lane, Hawarden, CH5 
3SB. 
New members and visitors  are always welcome  
Contact Mark: +44 7500 005337 

ASHFIELD BONSAI CLUB   
Ashfield Bonsai Club is a hands-on club meeting twice 
a month on the 1st and 3rd Thurs. (7.30 – 9.30pm) St 
Michaels & All Saints Church Hall, The Rectory Gar-
dens, Church Street, South Normanton. On the      
Derby/Notts border 1 mile from Junc. 28 of the M1. 
Meetings take the form of workshops with occasional 
speakers. 
Auction in November.   
Facebook: ashfieldbonsaiclub.blogspot.co.uk.  

SURREY HEATH BONSAI SOCIETY 

Meets every first Tuesday of the month 7.30-
10.00pm at Pirbright Village Hall, 
The Green, Pirbright, Surrey. GU24 0JE. 
For further details contact Chris Rhodes 
at: chairman@surreyheathbonsai.org.uk or ring 
07740.307163 

Club website: www.surreyheathbonsai.org.uk  

mailto:paulbowerbank@lineone.net
mailto:m5eay.geoff@btinternet.com
http://www.blackmorevalebonsaigroup.co.uk
mailto:chairman@surreyheathbonsai.org.uk
http://www.surreyheathbonsai.org.uk
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Web Design and Hosting 

 

Bonsai News UK is produced monthly with the   
exception of December 
Insertions: 
Free to FOBBS member Clubs 
All other clubs £20.00 for 1 year of insertions 
Commercial: 
£25.00 per year for up to ¼ page advert 
Bonsai News UK ,produced by Kath Hughes  

for FoBBS and all Bonsai enthusiasts, 

mkhughes567@btinternet.com  

 

All  editions are totally  depend-

ent upon you, the members. 

Without your  information this 

cannot happen; please help us 

to make it succeed. 

You can have your commercial 
ads. in for 1 year (12 issues for 
£25.00 for up to ¼ page advert). 

Commercial 

 MANCHESTER BONSAI SOCIETY PROGRAMME 2016 
Programme 2016 
 
10.10.2016:   My favourite tree. 
14.11.2016:   Guest speaker Chris Williams 
12.12.2016   Bring & buy sale and buffet. 
9.1.2017:   Annual General Meeting. 
 
Meetings are held on the 2nd  Monday of each month 8 pm-10 pm : Stockport Labour Club, 2 Lloyd Street, off 

Wellington Road North (A6), Heaton Norris, Stockport, SK41QP. 

Annual Show: Saturday 14.5.16: At Lymm United Reformed Church, Brookfield Road, off Eagle Brow (A6144), 

Lymm, Cheshire, WA13 OQL, 10am - 4pm. Car park on Davies Way, WA13 OWQ. 

RHS Tatton Show. 20/24.7.16: Members may volunteer to man the stand and speak to members of the public 

about the art of bonsai, and to see some of the show. 

Please see full details on our website: www.manchesterbonsaisocietv.org.uk 
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mailto:mkhughes567@btinternet.com
http://www.manchesterbonsaisocietv.org.uk/


SUSSEX BONSAI GROUP  
2016 Programme,   
Wivelsfield Village Hal,l 8pm-10pm  
 
28  Sep Lee Verhorevoort 
26t   Oct Kevin Fletcher 
23rd   November SBG@37 

AMBION BONSAI CLUB 
Meetings last Thursday of the month, 7.30-9.30, Hatters Space  
Community Centre, Abbey Street, Nuneaton, CV11 5DN.  
Programme  2016 
 
Sep 29.  David Jones,  ‘Right Tree, Right Pot’ 
Oct 27. David Collaby, Scroll Designing and Making 
Nov 24  A.G.M. and Christmas Party 
Dec  No club meeting 
Info:- Linda and Glyn Carvell  02476 366140  
email glyncarvell@btinternet.com  

NORTH LONDON BONSAI GROUP 
2016 PROGRAMME 
13 Sep  Linda McArdell - Mame 
25 Sep   Club Autumn Show  10am to 4pm 
11 Oct      Malcolm Hughes – Judging Bonsai 
8 Nov    Lee Verhorevoort 
13 Dec   Workshop 

MIDLAND BONSAI SOCIETY 
Programme 2016 
 
DATE  SPEAKER/ACTIVITY  TABLE DISPLAY 

 
6th Oct Alpine Gar. Soc.       Accent plants 
3rd Nov John Pitt,    Pick the right pot  

1st Dec AGM & Social    Photo display  

Member Club Annual Programmes 

SOUTH STAFFS BONSAI SOCIETY 

Programme 2016 

        
20 Sep          Preparing for winter -   
                     Malcolm Hughes 

18  Oct          John Trott, - demo 

15t  Nov.       Workshop 
20 Dec AGM + nibbles and slide show 

BEDFORDSHIRE BONSAI SOCIETY  
Toddington Village Hall, LU5 6AN  
Monthly meetings, Feb to Nov  1st  
 
5th.  Oct.    Speaker or workshop 
2nd. Nov     Workshop 
Workshop s  3rd Weds. April, May, July and Sept. 
New website 
http://bedfordshirebonsaisociety.weebly.com/ 

Annual  Forestry Commission authorised collecting dig. 
Access for material from local tree nursery, 
Saturdays at Poplars Garden Centre, Toddington 

   

AKA MATSU, BONSAI SCHOOL 
Programme 2106 
 
6 Oct.  Ken Foulds photos 
3 Nov. Graham Walker, Japan 

TEES VALLEY BONSAI GROUP 
Programme 2016 
 
20 Sept.  Workshop 
18 Oct. Rob Atkinson 
15 Nov. AGM 
20 Dec. Tree critique & social evening 
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STOURBRIDGE BONSAI SOCIETY  

Meet every second Sunday, January to November at the 
Bonded Warehouse, Canal Street, Stourbridge, DY8 4LU.  

Our next meeting at the above venue will be on 11th Sep-
tember at 1200 noon. Prospective new members will be 
made very welcome. Info. Maurice on 07415 158167.  

We also will be meeting at Ashwoods Nurseries Ltd., King-
swinford, DY6 0AE on 25th September at 1000am. 

mailto:glyncarvell@btinternet.com
http://bedfordshirebonsaisociety.weebly.com/
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JAPAN TOUR 19 April - 2 May 2017 
Join us for this one-off bonsai tour timed to coincide with the 8th World Bonsai Conven-

tion (WBC) which is coming home to Saitama City in 2017 after a 28 year absence. This 

itinerary is designed for those of you who have already travelled with us on our regular 

Bonsai Tour. New sights include visits to bonsai nurseries in Shizuoka and Nagoya, 

lovely Kanazawa as well as a return visit to Tokoname. 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

 Attendance at the 8th World Bonsai Convention 

 12 nights hotel accom.(5 nights in Saitama, 2 nights Tokyo, 1 night Shizuoka, 2 nights Nagoya & 2 nights  Kanazawa) 

 International Flights 

 Visit bonsai nurseries in Shizuoka and Nagoya 

 Visit to Tokoname - renowned for its ceramics 

 Travel on Japan's famous Bullet Train 

 Breakfast daily 

 Farewell Dinner 

 Airport transfers in Japan 

 Services of a knowledgeable Japan Journeys guide throughout 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19/20 April: Depart UK and Arrive Japan 

Fly from London Heathrow to Narita Airport (Tokyo) with a change of plane in Seoul airport en route. Transfer to your hotel in Tokyo 

where we will stay 1 night on a bed and breakfast basis. 

21 April: Shizuoka 

This morning we travel by private coach through the beautiful region of Hakone and Mt Fuji and onwards to Shizuoka where you will 

visit a superb bonsai nursery. Tonight you will spend one night in Shizuoka. 

22 April: Nagoya 

After breakfast, we board the superb Bullet train and speed to Nagoya where we will visit two bonsai nurseries. We spend the next 2 

nights in Nagoya. 

23 April: Tokoname 

Today we visit the renowned nearby ceramic town of Tokoname, one of the so-called "Six Old Kilns of Japan" and a centre of quality, 

bonsai pot making. Return to Nagoya tonight. 

24 April: Kanazawa 

After breakfast, we travel by train to the lovely castle town of Kanazawa - located on the Sea of Japan coast where we will visit the 

beautiful Kenrokuen gardens today. We spend the next 2 nights in Kanazawa. 

25 April: Kanazawa 

Today is yours to enjoy at leisure. Visit the well-preserved samurai and geisha teahouses of Kanazawa. The town's modern face is ably 

represented by the impressive 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art which is also well worth a visit. 

26 April: Kanazawa-Saitama 

We travel to Saitama and arrive the day before the 8th World Bonsai Convention begins. Stay 5 nights in Saitama City. 

27 April - 30  April:   8th World Bonsai Convention 

Attend the 8th World Bonsai Convention. Registration and all the events for the 4 day Convention are included in your package. 

1 May: Tokyo 

Return to Tokyo for a day's sightseeing. Spend one additional night in Tokyo. 

2 May: Depart Japan 

Transfer to Narita Airport (Tokyo) for your flight home 



We’re on the Web! 
www.fobbsbonsai.co.uk 

“All you need to do 
is to send in a brief 
report of your Show 
preferably with  
pictures and it will  
appear next month 

PRICE INCLUDES: 
 International flights from London Heathrow to Narita Airport (Tokyo) 

 12 nights' hotel accommodation at centrally located 3* & 3K* hotels with breakfast daily 

 Registration at the 8th World Bonsai Convention 

 7 Day Japan Rail Pass 

 Farewell dinner on 1 May 

 Transfers to/from airports in Japan 

 Private air-conditioned coach on 21 April 

 Sightseeing and entrance fees to all named attractions on tour 

 Services of a knowledgeable Japan Journeys Guide throughout 

 Separate baggage transfer for one piece of luggage per person from Nagoya to Saitama (you will take an overnight 

 bag to Kanazawa) 

 All Japanese sales taxes and service charge 

Full financial protection via Japan Journeys' membership of the Travel Trust Association through which your monies are 

held in a Trust Account until you return home (under Membership No. U3078), see: http://www.traveltrust.co.uk 

NOT INCLUDED: 
 Travel insurance 

 Lunches and dinners 

Price: 

 

 

  

Single room supplement   | £325.00      | £325.00 

To make a booking, a deposit of £280.00 per person is required. The balance of the price of the trip must be 

made 12 weeks prior to departure. All price estimates are based on a minimum of 20 persons travelling in 

April/May 2017. All price estimates are based on current rates of exchange. 

INSURANCE 

Details of Japan Journeys travel insurance policy are on our website. Available to UK residents only. All passen-

gers should visit the links page on our website to obtain a quote. We recommend you select the best coverage 

possible. 

TO BOOK NOW CALL 020 7766 5267 OR EMAIL info@japanjourneys.co.uk 

Reservation forms can be found on our website www.japanjourneys.co.uk 

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7766 5267 www.japanjourneys.co.uk Fax:     +44 (0) 20 7766 5268 info@japanjourneys.co.uk 

  Early Booking Price (Before 

31st OCTOBER 2016) 

Price thereafter (Fro          1 NOVEMBER 2016) 

Including Flights 
(including early bird WBC Registra-

tion) 

£2,795.00 (per person on a shared room ba-

sis) 
£2,835.00 (per person on a shared room 

basis) 

Land Only (flights not included) 

(including early bird WBC Registra-

tion) 

£2,045.00 (per person on a shared room ba-

sis) 
£2,085.00 (per person on a shared room 

basis) 

http://www.fobbs.co.uk/

