South Staffs Bonsai Society Show April 28th
Birmingham Botanical Gardens

Visitors to the Gardens were in for two additional surprises. Firstly the ‘Ice Age’ exhibits, including a giant,
animatronic Woolly Mammoth in front of the band stand. Secondly, a very well curated bonsai display in
the main hall. So two very different crowds to entertain. The bonsai display did seem well appreciated by
the unsuspecting public. It was good to see the look of awe on some of their faces; I remember having that
same feeling when I first saw bonsai on display - which by coincidence was at the same venue.

Of course everyone has their personal favourites at any show. However I was impressed by an ingenious
shohin display by a member of South Staffs. Grey ‘fence’ backgrounds, incorporating height adjustable
shelves allowed the trees to be repositioned. It liked the versatility of this idea and how it could be used in
a target setting.

Also an entire row of just one-species junipers. The variety in the five trees displayed really conveyed to
me why these trees are so popular in the bonsai scene. Each tree was immaculately presented. The pot
choice for each tree really stood out to me, careful thought and many years must have been spent
searching for those pots.

The South Staffs club had also invited Stourbridge to display at their show. A favour which Stourbridge
repay by hosting South Staffs at their own show in early November, at the Bonded warehouse, Canal
Street. This sharing of show space is a great idea. It gives their members twice the opportunity to show
trees at completely different times of year. This way the strengths of different species can be appreciated
or a completely different message can be portrayed even if using the same tree.

Big thank you to South Staffs and Stourbridge for an enjoyable day. The effort and teamwork that
goes into it all is really evident. The standard of UK shows continues to increase and this one’s
definitely worth putting in the diary for next year.
Many thanks to Graham Simpson from Dragonfly Bonsai and Swindon Bonsai Society for his helpful
and complimentary comments, he will be most welcome next year

Judging was done by David Cheshire, Chairman of FOBBS; thank you David.
The overall winning tree voted Best in Show was a flowering hawthorn in all its full glory owned by
Adrian Bentley and the winning tree in the class for trees under 5 years in training was a small
larch group again owned by Adrian; presentations were made by Dave Barnsley, Chairman.

Traders in attendance and we hope they had good sales were.
David Cheshire, Bonsai

Dick Turner Bonsai Stands and wire winders

Dragonfly Bonsai Pots

Ramon Hamers Bonsai

